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COLONIAL
REVIVAL

After falling for the beauty and laid-back lifestyle of San Miguel
de Allende, designers Andrew Fisher and Jeffry Weisman establish
their own getaway in the Mexican city, recasting an 18th-century
industrial space as a luxurious compound for indoor-outdoor living

TEXT BY PETER HALDEMAN PHOTOGRAPHY BY SIMON WATS0ON PRODUCED BY HOWARD CHRISTIAN

Above: 5an Francisco-based interior designers Andrew Fisher

{left) and Jeffry Welsman, of the firm Fisher Welsman, at Casa Acanto,
their retreat In San Miguel de Allende, Mexico, Opposite: The former
tannery, bullt in the 18th century, opens onto multiple terraces as well as
a sala ablerta, or outdoor living room. For detalls see Sources.
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he narrow cobblestone streets, Baroque churches,
and bougainvillea-draped colonial homes of San
Miguel de Allende, in central Mexico, have long
beckoned artistic souls from north of the border.
The city’s Escuela de Bellas Artes, founded in 1938,
still attracts an international student body, and Americans—
represented by a mix of designers, entrepreneurs, and other
creative types, both working and retired—now make up about
10 percent of San Miguel's population. For many, the mountain
town casts an instantaneous spell. “My sister came here to play
in a bridge tournament,” recounts Jeffry Weisman, who, with his
personal and professional parmer, Andrew Fisher, manages the San
Francisco-based interior design firm Fisher Weisman. (Their first
book, Artful Decoration, was just released by the Monacelli Press.)
“When she came back she said, ‘I know where you're going to
move.! We went down for a vacation and ended up buying a house"

Located in the city’s historic center (“three doors down from
the bullring” notes Weisman), the couple’s home, like most in San
Miguel, has a reserved public face—a terra-cotta-color stucco wall
punctuated by iron-grated windows—that scarcely hints at the archi-
tectural riches inside, But unlike most residences in the area, which
are U-shaped with a courtyard in the middle, theirs is laid outinan L.
“Tt was originally built as a tannery,” Weisman explains. “The houses
with courtyards tend to be a bit dark and claustrophobic, but ours
has views and light and gardens with three old jacarandas™ For all
that, the 18th-century property lacked a certain charm: The structure
had been remadeled and added onto over the years, and had most
recently served as a sales office for a hotel chain,

“Basically we wanted to warm it up and give it an authentic
18th-eentury feel,” Fisher says. To that end, he and Weisman
hired a erew of several dozen local workers to gut and reconstruct
the place. In went hand-hewn pine beams as well as terra-cotta
floor tiles that had been given a handsome patina with gasoline









In the living room, pine

beams highlight the ceiling, and

the French doors feature

3 curtains of a Duralee velvet
-3 trimmed with an ikat by
e Y Kravet. The mesquite book-
k shelves were custom made, the
EEW Fisher Welsman-designed
% " daybed and sofa are uphol-

-+ stered in a Gretchen Bellinger

""E_, linen velvet, and the antique

Moroccan rugs were

":purchased in Marrakech.
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Cpposite, clockwise from top left: The couple devised the kitchen's
frieze as well as the mesquite-and-sablno-wood island, whose bronze
legs were sculpted by Fisher. A watercolor by Fisher hangs over the
fireplace in the breakfast reom; the chairs are covered in a Rose Cumming
linen. The kitchen cabinets are sabino and reclaimed pine, and

the hood over the Viking range Is fronted by a sabino-framed mirror.

Above: Fisher designed the dining room’s light fixture,
fashioned of seashells, green glass, and mother-of-pearl, and ha
also made the gold-leafed paintings; both the table, which has
a walnut tap and a hand-carved mahegany base, and the chairs
are by Fisher Welsman for Michael Taylor Designs. The floor
tiles were hand-rubbed with gasoline and tar to create a patina.
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their new furniture and acc

The deslgners bullt the guest casita to host
their frequent visitors, Left: The tables on the
called Casa Acanto;

Befow: Adloining the main house's dining reom Is
the sala ablerta, a favorite spot for entertalning.
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and tar. Fireplaces were finished with elaborately carved cantera-
stone mantels, and new windows and French doors opened up
the house to the terraced gardens. Along the way, the designers
also added a bedroom and bath in the main house and built a
guest casita in the rear garden.

The couple christened their home Casa Acanto, acanthus leaves
being a design motif they used throughout. Fronted by tall wood-
plank doors, the entry hall has a new cross-vaulted ceiling—its
stone cornices engraved with an acanthus pattern—that soars
above 17th-century stone pavers warmed by an antique Moroccan
rug. On one side of the entry is the dining room, outfitted with
a huge shell-encrusted light fixture designed by Fisher, an echo
of his days as a protégé of Tony Duquette. On the other side sits
the kitchen, with a blue-and-white frieze and cabinets made of
reclaimed pine. But the main attraction lies further ahead. Steel-
and-glass doors open ento a terrace and a sala abierta, or outdoor
living room, that looks like it dates from the conquistador era: The
cozy spot is framed by stone arches and anchored by a fireplace
with an Argentine grill where the couple roasts meats and veg-
etables for an apparently endless stream of guests.

For the interior spaces, Fisher and Weisman decided that a clean
backdrop best served both the colonial-style architecture and their
shared taste in furnishings, which Weisman neatly sums up as “a
blend of the classical and the whimsieal.” Deep reddish-brown tiles
and beams, white walls, and a simple blue-and-white color scheme
setoff a spirited mingling of traditional, modern, and custom-made
pieces. The living room is appointed with a pair of 1940s James
Mont lamps, and daybeds and curtains embellished with ikat. In
front of the sofa stand taborets the designers upholstered in an
Indian silk-and-peacock-feather fabric and topped with disks of
California-laurel wood. The room is enlivened by Fisher's artworks,
including one of his monumental “quilts” made of painted coffee fil-
ters and a mixed-media piece assembled from fragments of tarp and
gold leaf, the latter used to conceal a large television over the fire-
place. “We really live outside when we're here,” he says. “But this
is our indoor hangout. We do yoga and have Spanish classes here”

The living room’s wrought-iron balconies survey the lower
gardens, where grackles and finches bathe in a massive freestand-
ing fountain chiseled from a single piece of cantera and six bronze
frogs spout water into the cobalt-tiled swimming pool. Overlooking
the pool, the new guest casita has its own sala abierta, as well as a
bedroom suite on each of its two floors and a roof terrace boasting
glorious views of the tile domes and flamboyant sunsets of the sto-
ried town. “The casita is very popular,” Weisman says. “We love to
have company” As if on cue, the designer’s phone chimes and he ex-
cuses himselfto welcome another group of friends to Casa Acanto.o

Right, from top: The roof terrace of the guest casita provides

stunning views of the town and its surroundings; the teak sofa and
chairs are by Michael Taylor Designs, with cushions covered in a
Sunbrella fabric.The sala ablerta’s marble table, conceived by Fisher
Welsman and hand-carved In India, is grouped with sofas the duo
created for Michael Taylor Designs, with cushions clad in a Duralee fabric,
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Above: Fisher deslgned the office's desk and embellished the Queen
Anne chair with shells and black paint. Opposite, clockwlse from top left:
in @ guest room, the house's blue-and-white motif continues with
curtains made of a Kravet fabric and, on the adjacent wall, two antique
celling panels from a Japanese temple. The tile in a guest bath was

180 ARCHDIGEST.COM

produced In the nearby city of Delores Hidalge. The master bath's
pendant lights are by Jonathan Browning Studios, and the sink fittings
are a custom design by Fisher Welsman. The pair created the room's

tiered copper light fixture, which also serves as a tub filler for the copper
bath, crafted by a Mexican artisan,
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A watercolor by Fisher
Is mounted over the mas-
ter bedroom's mantel,
which is flanked by, from
top, a pair of the designer's
pencll drawings of sea-
shells, two of his glided
tapestries, and a set

of antique embroidery
panels. The Fisher
Welsman-designed door
Is made of reclaimad
pine beams connected
with steel studs; the
bed |5 dressed in Frette
-linens, and the bedside
'lamp is a 19th-century
Italian piece that once
resided at Hearst Castle.
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SOURCES

Rems pichured but not Ested ane from
private collections or ane nof soureeable.
Reems simiar fg vinfage and antique
pireos shavwn are offen avalabie from
the deafors Fsbod

For a more detalied worgion of Sources
g0 to archdigest.com/sourcesfoprld,
T} mans Rem avallable only to the trade.

ART SCENE: RICHARD MISRACH

PAGE T4

Richard Misrach ks represented by Pace/

MacGill Gallery in New York; pacemac-

gdl coem; Framnkel Gallery in 5an Franessco;
veoen; and Marc Sehwyn Fine

Art in Los Angeles; marcseivyniineart com,

HISTORIC PROFORTIONS

Sitting room: Blake lantorn by Anouska
Hempel for Charles Edwards;
chanesedwards com,

Mastor bedroom: Curtains and bed
cancpy of customized Jimmy Stripo W ik
by J. Robert Scott (T); frobertscofloom,
Orlgl Room bath: On tiles, decorative
painting by Hallo Fassett; kalelasselloom

A GIMLET EYE

PAGES 120=3F

Interior design by Waldo's Designs;
wikdostiosipn com.

Living room: Piana by Yamaha: yamaha com
Kitchen: B3 cabinetry by Bulthaup;
buithaup com Cooktop by Gaggenau; gag-
genaucom. Ovins by Migle mivheusacom,
Redrigerator by Sub-Zen; subrero-wolloom
On barstools, Diabla leather by Moare &
Giles ne. (T, mocreandplos com.

Dining room: On chairs, Silk & Sexy
heaster bednoosm: ltalian Hetel Satin Stiteh
Whita bed linens by Restoration
Hardwarg; restorationhandvarne com,
Curtalns of Cashmere fabric by Rogers &
Golligon (T); 212-888-3242.

Bedroom: Rocabar blanket by Hormebs;
hefmes com.

Mastor bath: Tea-for-Two Dulb by Kohler;
koldercom.

SOCIAL ENGINEERING

PAGES 138-45

Interior design by Drake Deslon Assoc;
dkedesgnassocaties com Bods custom
made by Charles H. Beckley Inc. (T);
chbeckioycom

Private garage: Oval Curmulus light
fixture by Ted Abramezyk lor Ralph Pucci
International (T); rajphpwccinel

Living roodm: On lounge chalr, Ritz mohalr
by Christopher Hyland Ine (T); christophorhsy-
landnet On safn, Mol Square silk blond by
Jamée Drake for F, Schumacher & Co. (T
fschumachencom Madame ¥ ottoman
Trom the Bright Group:; thebrightproup com.
On ottoman and club chalrs, Diso vehat
by Rubeili {T); donghdacom. Curtalns of
Gabarding Dedla Lana lamb's-wool satin
by Clarence House (T clarencefouse.com.
On walls, Sidewalk Gray paint by Benjamin

Moare; berjaminmeare.com; with
Venatian-plaster finish by the Alpha
Waorkshops (T afphaworkshops org. Habdis |
rug by Edward Flelds (T); edwardffeidscom
Living room sitting area: On sofa, Millon
viscose blend by Sahoo (T) donghia com
Eden Roc Moor lamps Ly the Alpha
‘Workshops (T); alphaveorkshans o
Andromeda celiing fxture by Artemide;
arfemidieus On lew chalr, Turmer

silk pBe by Sabina Fay Braxton (T);
sabinafyybrakioncom.

Kitchen: Maria counter stools from the
Bright Group; thebrmhigroup.com; in
Athene leather by Cortina Leathers ine. (T);
ootinafearherscom
Muslmmmﬂnmll.mujmw
Banjarmin Mooro;
Lunplhyl:udr‘ucl-bmmnm‘c#m'm
mangom, Garda bed linens by E. Braun &
Co.; ebraunandro.com. Terma | carpet by
Edwand Flelds [Tk edwardiields com.
Guest room: Manila Hemp wall covering
by Philip Jolivies Lid. (T); phdipjelivios.com.
Coverlot of Medlo silk-inen and throw
pillows of Semiramis silk by Sahoo (T
danghiacom. Pillows of Sudin sl by Jim
Thormpson [Tk fimdhempsonfabmes com,
Master bath: On walls, Perky Peach palnt
by Bengamin Meoro; benaminmoont com;
with Venetian-plaster finish by the Alpha
Workshops (T aiphaworkshoporg. Minimal
fittings by Bolfi; bodfcom. Towels by
Raiph Lauren Home; miphwrenhome.com.

OCEAN BREEZE
PAGES 10451
Interior design and architectuns by
Hallers Turin; kalasiudincom Landscape
deslgn consultation by Marmel Radziner;
marmal-radrinercom
Living room: Andy safas by BAD jmbia;
bebirakia i Gong tables by Coppelling
cappelinii Spun Light F floor lamp by
Flos; fasusa com Theow by Hermabs: hormes-
Jcom. On walls, Chantlily Lace paint by
Borjamin Moono; banjaminmooans com
Hitchen: Verner Panton Juntor chalrs by
vitra; vitracem Range by Viking:
vilgngrange com. Earo Saarinen Tulip
chairs and side table by Knoll; knofcom
Dindng room: Eamas Aluminum Group
«chalrs by Herman Miller; hermanmifor.com.
Athas table by BES ltakia; bebitaka it
Master sulte: Charles bed and Motro-
politan launge chalr and etieman 2l by
BAD ftafia; bebialiasg Fiord pouf and Oblio
slde table by Moroso; marosar Vintage-
Washed Jorsey bed Bnens by Restoration
Hardvane; restorationhardwine com.
Master bath: Vanity of Corian by DuPont;
dupanteom Norfko mat and Jarz
‘tewels by Missoni Homae; méssondiome-
«cam. 111 sink Mttings by Vola; volacom.
Cuba luby by Wetstyle; wiistdeca
Guest bath: Tesea mosale fiocr tie by
Blsazza; bisarra cxm.
Terrace: Frama lounge chalrs and Play
pouls by Paola Lentl; paclafentiic
Pooiside termace; Osorom stool by
Maoroso; momosadl. 1964 Collection soating
by Richard Schultz; knolicomn, Pasco
urmnbrglla by Santa Barbara Desigres;
shumbnalla com

MIX MASTER

PAGES 152-59

Interior design by David Jimenor;
dETeneroom

Doorway: Curtaing of Textured Belglan
linen by Restormtion Hardwarne; resiom-
anfiarehvane com; with Greok Key Jacquard
trinn froan MEJ Trimeming; mytrm com
Living roam: Glided Wood Open-Work
screan by Artoriors; arterforshame.com
Gald Suzan| plllows by Jayson Home;
Joysonhame.com,

Library: Preshdio daybed by Williams-
Sonoma Home; willams-fonomacom.
Frowan Pharmacy Task flaar lamp by
Restoration Hardware; resforationhand-
ware.com, On walls, Chacolate palnt

by Restoration Hardware, English
Chasterfield sofa by Ralph Lowen Home;
riphiyrerhomacom.

Kitchan: Custem cabinatry and Bistro
hardware by Festeration Hardware;
restorationhardware.com, Arched Top
lantern by Williams-Soncma Homo;
willams-sonomacom. Minta sink fittings
by Grohe; grohe.com.

Dining rocm: French Urn Pedestal dinlng
tabie by Restoration Hardwane;
resiorabioshardhvane.com

Music closel: Japanese Paper Weave
wall covering by Phalip Jefirkes Lid (Tl
philipiefirozcom.

Dressing reom: Greek ey nug by
Jonathan Adler; fonathanaaiercom.
Master bedroom: Blown Glass chandelier

com. Curtains of vintage
Welvel cotton by Restortion Hardware,
resteratonkardWane oim
Master bath: Dillen shower fittings,
Sguare Wall-Meunt Raln showerhead, and
Turkish towals by Restomtion Hardware;,
restonationhardware com

PERFECTLY FRECISE

PAGES 160-45

Interior, architectural, and terrace deslign
by Len Margan: eovidanding. I stdibs.com.
Living roam: Vintage demllune consoles
fram Miall Smith Antiques; 212-750-3985
Plllows of Onde cotton by Fortuny [Tk
fertumcom Grorge Il sofa and antigue
pargquet Moor from Axol Versoondt;

Kitchen: No, B180 hardware by the Hanz
Co.; nang com. Bussy range by Lacanche;
lacanche com. Harwhal tusk from Cove
Lanrding;: covelandng. Izt com.
Bedroom: Unito Blanket by Loro Piana (Tl
Toropiang eom.

Bath: Opis showerhoad by Waterworis;
Wl BAVEHRE.com.

Terrace: Arllsan Rollod Rim planters

by Seibert & Rice; sedbort-roe.com. Slona
tabie by Holly Hunt (T hodiyhunt.com
Classlc director's chalrs by Skagorak
Denmark Lid; skaperakcomai. On chairs,
Topsad acrylic by Ralph Lauren Homa;
ralphiaureniome com.

BLITHE SPIRIT

PAGES 166=T1

Interior design by Michael Fermica
Inc.; mechaeiformicacom. Strong White
paint througheut by Farrow & Ball;
farmow-ballcovm.

Living reorm: Wool rug designed by
Michas] Formica and custom made by
VSoake () veoskecom,

Offica: EB 27 table lamg by Tecrolimaon;
tecnsiumen com. IKat eanpet by Calvin
Hiein Home; calvinideincom.

Kitehen: Relrigerator by Sub-Zero;
subrero-woilcom, Slstema Zeta cabinatry
by Snaidern USAZ snaidor-wsa com.
Dining anoa: Icon chalrs by Philippe Starck
for Emecn; emeconel.

Master bedroom: Upholstered bed
custom made by Charles H. Beckley Inc.
[Tk chbeckioy com. Wooden end tables
by Mrs. MacDougall (T); donghiteom.
Guest room: Rag chalrs by Tejo Remy
Tor Drooy; droog.oom. San Migud
blanket by Pendieton Woolen Mils;
Ponciotor-uza com.

Master bath: New Haven sink fittings by
Jado; jadousacom

Terraoe: 1966 Collection lounge chalrs
and cocktall table by Richand Schultz:
knodl.oom

COLONIAL REVIVAL

PAGES 172-83

Interior dasign, landscape design,

and select furnishings throughout by
Fishar Weisman; fishenveisman com
Living room: Curtains of Crastwood
polyester blend by Duraleo (T); dumalee-
com; with 31339 rayen-blend trim by
Kraveat (T); kraveLcom, On daybed, Pasha
liren velhvet by Gretehen Belinger Inc. [Tk
gretchenbelngercom.

Ouldoor living room: Ancadia sofa

by Fisher Welsman for Michael Taylor
Designs (T}, méchaoliayfordesipns com;
in Pavilion indoor/Outdoor Vol IV

acryllc by Duralee (T); duralee.com.
Breakfast reom: On chalrs, Bird In

Circla linen by Rose Cumening (T)
dessinfounnds com.

Hitchen: Range by Viking; wingrange.com.
Dining room: Cipresso table and Irish Hall
chairs by Fisher Welsman for Michael
Taykor Designs (T méchasiayirdesgna com
Dining termace: Bay Hilsmos chalrs by
Michael Taylor Designs (T); méchaeitay-
fordesigns.oom; In Walnut Brown Tweed
acryfic by Sunbredls; sunbhelia com.
Master bedroom: Shading bed Bnens
bry Fratio; fredte com.

Guest room: Curtalng of Lisena cotton
by Eravet (T); kraveloom

Master bath: Embrayage pendant
lights by Jonathan Browning Studios (T);
Jjonathanbronwninginc.oom

Rool termce: Gibbings Teak sofa and
chalr by hMichaed Toyhor Designs (T4
michanitayiardesigns. com; In Walnut
Brown Tweed acrylle by Sunbrella;
sunbroifacom. O
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